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THE EXECUTIVE CQUNCIL of the Union meting on March 30831 put into operation 


~ 


plans for a drive for union membership which will put the &.T.F.U. over the top in 


1940. The drive wa# launched in response to dozens of requests from new communities 
asking for organizers to be on hand to set up new locals. The plans call for intensive 
action in A,kansas, Missouri, Mississippi, Oklahoma and Tennessee, Every member is 
expected to do his part in arranging meetings for organigzers, for speakers and for 


_ action on all fronts. See inside pages on organization for further details, . 


50,000 DUES PAYING MOMBERS BEFORE CHAISTMAS 1940 


GREETINGS! STFU DELEGATES ATTEND CON- 


With this issue we begin the STFU; $$ FEIR ENCE AT HATTANOOG. 

News for 1940, Ye want to have | C | IT. YOOGA 
2 every issue ready on tho first of{ = Nine STFU delegates from Arkansas, Mis-~ 
{ each months. In order to do this  gouri, Mississippi and Tennessee attend- 


| we ask everyone to cooperate by 
sending in news of meetings, new 


ed Second Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare at Chattanooga, April 14, i5,and 


locals, and interesting facts {| | 16th. They were:-Butler, Betton, Tread- 
about the Union. Let us know of | way, Beck, Parks, G Smith, Sriffin, 
new officers clected, picnics, Nitchell and Evelyn Smith. There were — 
and important meetings, as well - 900 or perhaps 1,000 delegates at the — 
as marriages, deaths, and new A Conference from all over the South and 
babies.Get your news in before visitors from the North, Bast and Vest. 
the first of the month. | { ; They represented organizations from all 


§ over the South working for liberal 
causes. Our delegates took advantage of every opportunity to tell of the work of 


the Southern Tenant Farmers Union in getting better living and-working conditions = 


for the tenant farmers, sharecroppvers, day laborers and migratory farm workerse 
Many of the delegates represented new unions which have organized in the South — 
recently, Therc were many good speeches made at the Conference and many important 
actions were taken of which the most important was the launching of the drive 
against the pall tax, | | | 


UNION DEMANDS 


IN ACCORDANCE WITH the resolution, passed by the 6th Annual Convention at — 
Blytheville, Arkansas in January, asking Congress to amend the AAA so as to. require 
@1l landlords planting more than 25 acres to cash crops to pay a minimum of 25@ per 
hour to all hired help, early in.March three representatives of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers' Union attended hearings of the Senate Sub-Committee on AAA Amendmentg in — 
Yashington and spoke before the Comittee, These three were: D,. A, Griffin, state 


organizer of Arkansas, F, R. Betton, vice-president of the STFU, and J, R, Butle.r> 


POISE REPRESENTATIVES argued that, since agricultural. workers. do not come 


_ under the Wages and Hours Law and since acreage reduction, plus increased use of aim- 


proved farm machinery, has reduced many thousands of sharecroppers and tenants to 
the day labor class, making it possible for planters to draw'all the benefits, it 


was therefore the duty of the AAA to take steps which would enable these farmers who 
now do only scasonal work to live decently. ; 


THE UNICN SPOKESMEN also asked that not more than $5,000 be paid to any 
landholder in any one yoar-- this to permit a larger distribution to tenants and 
sharecroppers yet remaining on the land; that the rules governing AAA community and 
county committce elections be changed so as to require notice of the tilme and place 
0f such elections to be given far enough in advance as to enable all to» know about 


; them and take part;, and, further, that all government checks due tenants and share- 
croppers be mailed to them direct, 
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THE UNION IS NOW GROVING AS NEVER BEFORE with the new organ iz ing ita mat into 
effect recently. According to this new plan the Union- has now three State Organizers, 
and later there will probably be*one more. Each man is assigned to a separate state 
and he is resvonsible for all. organizing in his state. Of course, there are still the 


County Organizers who are selected by the County Council, and also the fee basis 


organizers who are connected with the locals, These sub-organizers work under the 


direction of the State Organizer in his sails entead state. The state organizers at 


present ares: 


Missouri - M. Tanner 
Arkansas De A, Griffin. 


Mississippi - Seorge\H. Smith 


Oklahoma - Suy Tho 


These organizers are employed by the Executive Souncil on a three-"ionths trial basis= . 


e--that is they have three mon the an which to make go@d, to put their shneercinte on & 
selfosupporting 


GET GET IN TOUCH “ITH THEM TO 8 ALL ORGANIZING MATTERS OUR STATS. They will | be 
glad to visi your local if you want to have | 


NEY LOCALS ORGANIZED SINCE THE. SONVENT ION 


Mississippi 


Rattlesnake, No. 50, Stringtow ‘STARTS MIGRATORY 


Coon Creck, No, n, Macon 
15 members 
Shuqualak, No, ‘Shuqualak A committee of the Executive Council, 
20 members composed of H. L. Mitchell, Howard Kester, 
Swift Going, No. 14, Shaw 2 and D..A. Griffin, was elected at the 
20 embers 3 first regular meeting this year to make 
Stringtown, No. 69, Stringtown plans to organize migratory workers .Migra- 
20 mombcrs tory workers are people who move about ~ 
Silver Mount, No, 42, Cleveland from one place to another, harvesting one 
15 : tembe rs crop here and another there. They .pick 
cotton in the South, strawberries in 
Louisiana, Alabama, etc, harvest vegetables 


Arkenens 
New Home, No. 40, ‘Mean ond 

5 in various areas, and =o fruit in other | 

places. 


10 mcubers 
Fair Oaks , No. 44, Fair Oaks 
10 nembers 

Morning View, No. 7, i'ce 
15 members 


The S.T.F.U. is interested in these 


Cror 
. workers because most of them are farmers 


Missco, No. 86, Keiser 


members © 
St. Frencis Colony, 0.274" Tidener 


15 
Howoll, No. l, ! 


Fowell 


Oak Gravo, No, 60, NeDlelland 


295 Mmenbers 
Dyess, No, 29, Dyess 
220 monbers 


Missouri. 


Kennott, No. 79, 
15 members 

Denton, Noe 57, Stecle 

20 Members 

Midway, Noe ll, wap City 
50 tombers 


who are the victims of machine farming and 
the AAA: program, and also, because they 
chop and pick cotton in our arease 


While the workers who have shifted 
around and are On the raod have attracted 
a lot of publicity and attention, the STFU 
has always pointed out that for every per- 
son on the roads today there are 10 per-— 
sons left stranded in thelittle towns in 
our area, wno did mot Have the money to 

buy an old car to move about in. We are © 
also interested in them.Thousands of our 
best members who have ben driven off the 
land by the AAA and new farm machinery are 


working at day labor. But we cannot neg- 


lect organizing the people who do haveto 
roam the roads for work - 


¥hilo the strawberry picking season is on in Arkansas around thidknod, the 


$3.T.F.U. has had Mrs. Flotine Hodge working in that area. She has also been directed 
and assisted in her work by D. A, Griffin, State Organizer of 4rkansas. 


Migratory workers are asked to join & special migratory local. A dif feront ap- 


Jlication blank is furnished from the These members will bse considored 


.§ members at large, 
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BIAINE TREADWAY, 


Smith, who has worked the STFU for several years, been away 
since the end of January on a leave of abserice. She has been studying at the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi since then as a special student, From all reports she has 
been enjoying the chance to go back to school for a few months, ' Evelyn was able to 
be back at the Executive Council necting March 30th, and was also with the delegation 
to Chattanooga at the Southern Conference on Human Welfare, On June 7th Evelyn is to 
take up new duties for the Union as Educational Director. Plans are being made for a 
great deal of educational work this summer, 


Kew Literature of the Unicon, 


A new recently has been published by the Union vite. all latest’ 
information regarding the program, platform, and policies of the Union. It is avail- 
able to all organizers and to all the local unions, Its title is: STPUe= 1240. | ) 


| Giher publications of the Union, such as "History of the STFU," "Aims and 
Objectives," *Report on Mcxico," and "The Government Farm Program," as well os officers 
reports to the Convention, are also available. Every local should have a supply of | 
literature on hand. A price list will be furnished anyone who writes, for it, ORDER 


NOW FOR YCUR LOCAL AND FOR YCUR PRIEWDS, 


| 
The ns legal cases of ‘Union bere now pending are the cases involving 
Beatrice, Honry, and Dan Johnson, © All the rest have been won or dismissed, 


The new office secretary, Cleo is the niece of Pyes- 
ident J, R, Butler. She is a native of Thite County, Arkansas and is doing a vale 
good job as. office secretary. 


Blaine Treadway, Secretary of STFU, visited the County Council sanding at 
Morton: in Woodruff County May 4th. He was also in Missouri with %, M. Tanner, speak=— 
ing at sevoral local meetings, May llth 12th, 

President J, R, Butler and D. A, Griffin nttontoa a Conference on New Uses 
for Cotton at Little Rock April 2n@. They were there to get information for the 
Union on the free mattress distribution plan which the government is launching. But- 
ler, speaking et the Conference, said: "The STFU feels that the only way to sell more 
cotton is for employers to pay decent wages, especially to cotton workers who produce 
it, and then there will be no surplus." Information learned about the free mattresees 


was not very satisfactory, When the Union has full information we will inform all the 
members as to just what to do, oe | 


AS 


The old car driven by 7, M. Tanner wes found to be unservicoable’ and Was dis- 
posed oF last month, A better car has been chee for him, 


All secretaries should make it a special to read all 
at the closed regular meotings-- especially letters from the National Office, along | 
with financial reports, In this way interest can be created and we can have an in- 
formed membership as to what is going on in the Union, Study the fimancial reports, 
and wkite to tho office if there is any question you wish answered, 


A new type of report blank was sent out for April reports from the local sec- 
retaries on monbership and finances, The old reports created a lot of confusion. | 
But many of the secretaries got mixed up with the new reports. Ina few days, when 
the reports*arc mailed out for.May, the National Secretary will send alomg with them — 
a letter of complete instruction on how to fill it out. This is very important, and 
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AND NOTES a 
(Continued ) 


all good secrotaries will do their best to get their reports filled out accurately and 
into the National Office before tho l0th of the month, ‘JATCH FOR THE NEV REPORTS 
AND GET THEM IN ON AND FILLED OUT CORRECTLY, | | 


President J, R. Butler and George Smith, state or ganizer for Mississippi, re- 
cently attended a meeting on Highway 64 in Tennessec, near Momphis, where plans are 
under way for organizing a new local of over 100 members, Progress is. being made. 


Plans are going forward to start organizing migratory workers in Arkansas. 
=D, A. Griffin ond Mrs, Flotine Hodge have becn working in the strawberry section and 
you may expect to see severnl groups organized soon, J. R. apieasue visited the area 
on May 9th and 10th to assist Griffin. | | 


Mrs, Hodge at the recent Woodruff County Council meeting, STFU | 
NETS ter from. Yoodruff 


SCHOOL FACILITIES INADEQUATE 
e | (Editorial Note: Yc reprint herewith word for word and without comment the 


following dispatch to the Office frori an S.T.F.U, » 
Edmondson » Arkansas) 


"Juat oa few existing practices we find to bo a lanentable condition in our. 
school here at Ed:ond son , Ark. | 


"ist. A lack of texchors; the having been cut for no reason 
fron 5 to 4 with more than 250 to care including the 8th gre 


"ond. The pa of our school have to furnish wood, which indeed a 
of hardship cnd even suffercge by the children in nid-wintcr. So much so that the 
board did sond 3 tons of coal to us hha sovere last winter. at 


"3rd, Salaries paid. the. tarchors you ci ght say are ata 
@ sacrifice, the salaries having been cut from $75.00 to 335.00 for the principal and 
"fron 340,00 to 725,00 for the lower grade teachers. 


“A4the It is rouretied to be said that we have puly a sixe-: ionth term, divided 
in proportion of: siz weeks for the summer term to 4 and one-half for the winter tern. 
Our school closed in March-- leaving the PORE little children: to the best or 
the worst of it educationally," 


A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


R. Butlers Born April 15, 1893, near what is now the towm of ‘Pangborn, in 
_ White County, Arkansas, in the foothills of the Ozark Mountains in a smatll log cabin 
_ with ea lean-to, He was son of a tenant farmer who refused to remain a t@nante In 
days there was plenty of cheap uncleared land. 


| Attended country school three to five months each year, ‘hen fiftcerm years old 
he attended one year of country high (?) school, took toachers' examinations Began 
Venening in the summer of 1909 and continued more or less regularly until 19825 


| Tas drafted for in the Yorld Yar and served in England, Franco, and 
| 


Began work in Oklahoma fields in 1926; sontinued until 1932, Rain 


@ saw mill until 1934, This was a line of work that had served as a fillor betwo%on 
Wsaming and farming throughout life. 


| He helped to found tho Southern Tenant Farnors Union in 1934 and is still 
working at it. 


SKETCHES OF OTHER STFU MENBERS ARE TO FOLLOY IN SUCCEEDING Issuss. 
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FROM THE LOCALS 


It's the ombition of Local 38, Cotton Plant, Arkansas, says Secretary Ernest 
Jones, to be the number one local in Woodruff County this yoar; and from the fine 
meetings he reports we gather that No, 38 will at loadst be up there and pitching at 
the year's ond, Brother F, R, Betton, vice-president of the Union, was with=the 
local for its April 2lst meeting. 


From Beulah, Mississippi, Secretary Curley Williams reports that the Rock of 
Ages Local there met recently and got on its feet again in spite of a scarcity of 
moneys There is no work going on at Beulah, he writes us, except form work, and it is 
being done by day labor. 


Hildreth Local, No. 68, Portageville, Missouri, is changing its meeting place 
from the home of Acting Secretary Lewis D. Hoxworth to Clover Hill. Brother Hoxworth 
says that this is because he did not have enough room at his house, which seems to 
us good evidence of a growing membership. Keep it up, No. 684 According to Secretary 
Hoxworth, the local's sorest need at present is speakers who cen = the message 
of unity to that communi ty. 


Local. 9, Dixie, 4rkansas, has a “ercubhe Lntels not with planters but with 
flood watcrse It was White River that rose and kept members from holding an important 
meet ing April 22nd, which was to be devoted to plans for the future. Notwithstancing» 
Secretary Slater reports his membership carrying on with all determination towerd a 
new day for the a 


Sunday, May Sth, saw gee 16, Leland, Wiss, . hold its installation ceremony, 
at which Rev. Norgan, member of Loos i 5, Boyle, lliss., presided. Greetings to the 


The Yoodruff County dined met May 4th with the Morton local, No. 10. In ade 
dition to regular business, delegetes heard Brother Blaine Truadwey, Nationsel Secre-— 
tary, Memphis, speak, Brother J, F. Hynds, chairman National Sricvance Comittee, 
CLtyY was” also present-- as wos D. Ae Griffin, Arkansas state organizer. 

of St. Francis Colony local, Tidener, pass the so fine spring days 
toiling on the farm for seventy-five cents per day, but found tine to meet on _ 
regular date and discuss their common enong thonselves, 


 Bocal §&, Bovle, Miss. » writes ic that the push of work cut down attendance 
yonkoa at its last mecting, but that the struggle among the faithful few to build 
a strong union goes on unabeted. And for that determination our hats are ort to you; 
What we necd are more members and more locals with thot sane grit. 


Oak Grove local, 42, Widener, Ark., reports that: its best ina long 
tine wos held April 25th. As outcome of the meeting, several new applications were 
promised for the near future. And it is time to join together when wages fall to 
seventy-five cents per day, as they have fallen in St. francis County. | 


Members of Shady Grove local, No. 6, Forrest City, Ark., are having serious 

trouble with local landlords, who allegedly are trying to force them to join the 
Fam Bureoue But these members are remaining loynl to their owm organizetion, the 
_ STFU, and report that they are on tne forward acrch and mean to continue despite all 
obstacles and lures to lead them astray. Local 6 also wishes to announce that a mass 
meeting will be held by its members June 16th, — 

As the result of the recent trip made by Prosident Butler and Vice-President 
Betton into Oklahome, Brother Guy Thomas reports that Liberty local, Braggs,Okla., 
has been revived, 8 old members paying up their dues and 2 new ones coming ine Guy, 
who is former state organizer for Cklehoma, writes in thet such interest was stirred 
up by President Butler's specch, that people everywhere are talking about the Union, 
and thet the future in Oklahora holds great possibilities for organization, Brothcr 
Thomas states further that he is ready and eager to go to work to that end. 


Delegates from the Southern Tenant Farmers Union will attend three conventions 
of friendly organizations in New York City soon-- the Lawyers Guild Convention, tno 


Yorkers Defense League Gonvention and the International Ladics spines Worker's Union 
Convention, 


CONSIDER THE BANANA, EVERY TIME IT LEAVES TED BUNCH IT GETS SKINNED 
STICK TO YOUR UNION 
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"SMALL POTATOES 


Brother Joe Smith, Dixie, drkanses, is the proud father of 2 brand-new STFU 


‘Dear Brother Moses McNeal and Vife, Leland, Mississippi: Congratulations on 


the big 10-lb, boy born to you recently. Sharpen a hoe for ss Brother McNeal-- 
MeLe will be necding it long! 


Brother Andra Jernigan wife ‘Viola, Mashulaville, Mississippi, are cele-. 
brating on 4pril arrival in their home in the person of a bouncing girl. Congratu- 


lations to you both! ‘Ve hope she siege thy keep you up too much at ni Ent during 
cotton~ chopping season. 


hnotnés Union ek A young son has just been born into the fanily of 
Brother Walter Clark, Howell, Arkansas. He will make up, we should think, for the 
member of Local 91 who we hear has moved awaye 


Still another STFU booster--: born this time into Oak Grove Local, Widener, 


Arkansas, but our reporter from that Cormuns ty Onits the nares of the — 
Congratulations ON YWay 


| Two marriages were recently celebrated among the Brothers at Mashulaville, 
Miss: that of Brother Jim Payton, to Miss Mary Ann May; and of Brother Sam Payton to 


Miss Kirgie Read. Congratulations. Ve extend to each of you heartiest wishes for a 
: long. and happy married life. 


oy 


‘Yedding bells rang the first of May in Gobler, Mo., for Brother YVillie West and 
Miss Cora Williams; for Lee Madison and Mrs. Susie Davis; and for Brother Everett 
Woodard and Mrs. Ruby Mae Thompson. Best wishes of the Union to all of you. 


 is:): Wo are indeed gricved at the death early in April of Brother Joe Flow- 
wen ers, Morning Star local, Cotton Plant, Ark. Brother Flowers was president fae 
a of Morning Star local, and was esteemed as a loyal ond untiring worker for [@ 

| the cause of the Union. His departure from this life is a loss only less 
Ng | great to his home local and the Union than to his immediate family. To his 
| family and friends we extend heartfelt sympathy in this dark trial. 


From Mashulaville, Mies: » comes the report that the infant gen born to x 4 
| Brot her Gilbert lived only a short while. ayapathies; go out to you in 
your Sorrows Brother Gilbert. 


Fron Stringtown, Miss., we hear of the loss to Hayden 
and wife of their infant son, and that Mrs. Hayden has been under care Of & (eRe 
wey] ZOctor for three weeks, We extend sympathy to you in your bercavemen't, ond 
‘pray that Mrs, Hayden will soon recover. 


Brother Roy Parks, ortnrevi lie, Mo., member National Executive Council af the 
STFU, writes us that“he has just moved out on the Netherlands Road near err end 
that his “fanily is in bed with measles. | 


Brother Henry Fox, lately of Portageville, has moved to another part of New | 
Madrid County where there is no STFU local; and Brother Grandal Yolfe, also of Pore 
tageville, has noved out on 6l. 


Brother Henry Johnson is very sick at ck He is living with Rev. Leo Max- 
well at Borle, Ark, Brothers Dan, Beatrice, and Louis ore living in Memphis. 
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WARNS AGAINST 


Ina statement to STFU NO"S J, F, Hynds, chairman of the STFU Grievance Commit- 
tee, warns members of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union against tactics being used to 
gcin members for the Ferm Bureau from anon g tenants and sharecroppers, 


Mr.) Hynds calls to being put out, particulcrly in delta 


feiloka of Arkansas, claining that all who expect to share in government farn benefit 


payments must join the Farm Bureau. This report Mr. Hynds brands as a malicious false- 
hood, directed against the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, which is the only organiza- © 


tion standing betwecn exploited tenants and sharecrovpers and the planters who run the 


Farm Bureaue 


Any farmer who is entitled to oO government check can draw it, Mr. Aynds points 
out, whether or not he is a member of the Farm Bureau. Also, it is ridiculous to 
expect, if you are a tenant or sharecropper, bencfits of ony other kind to come fron 
joining a landlord's organization, which the Farm Bureau is entirely. Members of it 
who are not landowners can lock forward to no voice whatever in what the Bureau does-- 
and Negroes who are led blindly into joining up suffer more than others fron discrin- 


_dnations, particularly when the Farm Bureau holds its big banquets in Hotel Peabody, 


Memphis, Hotel Marion, Little Rock: both places from which " tubadica ms because of their 
color, are barred conpletely, 


“Mr. Hynds urges that STFU nenbers: rise up ani denounce this latest move in be- 
half of the Fe rm Bureau, which will be in effect to iensunce conditions which favor 


starvation and ~we ge slavery and take a step toward establishnent of justice ond free- 


JUR ag AWA RDS DAMAGES 


(Fror: LAST-MIMUTE NBYS). of $9,000 were Mr. ond: Mrs. Jake 
Preston cnd five other Negro nigratory workers, victins of oa midnight attack in Cran- 
bury, N. Je, last August, by a jury in Federal District Court, Newark, on clastic May 


‘The jury took seven ninutes to arrive ata 


‘The suit, brought by the ‘Yorkers Def ense Longue on behalf of the victins, was 
not contested by the defendants, who were not in court and had previously pleaded no 
defense to the crine in criminal prodeedings, Their attorney asked for sitigation of 


damages because of the youth of his clients. 


David for tho out that vind ictiveness 
had not motivated the suit, that if it had there were sufficient grounds for etl 
the culprits to prison for long terns. 


The attack occurred on the night of August 11th, but action was not taken by 
authorities until the New Jersey TDL stepped into the case at the request of local 
citizens. This led to the formation of the of the “DL, 


The Prestons, who were forced by the mob to strip naked, and were then. beaten 
with rubber hoses and painted with white enanel, appeared os witnesses. Two of the 
five single men, ©. D. Streator and Monroe Holmes, who wscaped after being stripped 
and shot at by the 


The case served to bring to the attention of the public the Be of eure 


_ Migratory workers in New Jersey who are brought up from the South in trucks by con- 


tractors, housed in unsanitary, fire-hazardous barns and chicken coops, Sopris of 


political ond. civil rights end worked for WO ZeSe 


SPECIAL 


The National Office was closed the afternoon 
of May 15th due to the funeral of W. M. Treadway, 
father of our Secretary, Blaine BE, Treadway. Mr. 
Treadway dieé May 13th after a protracted illness. 
He was a veteran of the Spanish-Anerican war and a oo=9° 22 
nenber of the Tron Moulders Union, | = 


DELEGATES ARE THE CONTACTS BET MEN MAN'S MISERY AND HIS EMANCIPATION. 
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